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Why the Expert Witness Certificate?

Courts and lawyers must know that expert withesses understand their role, responsibilities and the basics of law and
procedure. It is essential that expert witnesses also have the necessary competencies to produce an expert report
that complies with court rules and that they are able to communicate their evidence effectively whilst withstanding

the rigours of cross-examination.

® |ord Woolf, former Lord Chief Justice who was instrumental in the formation of the

Civil Procedure Rules has stated "l would urge all experts to receive training from
either Bond Solon or a similar organisation. | think you will find that it is critical

that you do so.”

Many judges and professional bodies now recommend proper training.

In part 6 of the Code of Guidance for Experts, solicitors appointing experts must
ensure "the expert has the experience, expertise and training appropriate to the
value, complexity and importance of the case.”

A survey found 83% of solicitors now expect expert witnesses to be trained in

writing expert reports and in giving oral evidence.

The Cardiff University Law School Bond Solon Expert Witness Certificate provides a systematic
way to reach the best practice standard. It helps to ensure that experts reach the required level of competency and

knowledge, with modules tested and verified independently.

What does the Expert Witness
Certificate consists of?

Experts must attend 5 days training at a pace to suit
themselves within a 2-year period. These training
modules are:

Module one: Excellence in Report Writing
Module two: Courtroom Skills

Module three: Cross-Examination

Module four: Law and Procedure One
Module five: Law and Procedure Two

Training is held in both London and Manchester.

Delegates are then assessed by Cardiff University
Law School in three parts:

® Unit one: Assessment of an expert witness
report

® Unit two: Review of performance under
cross-examination videoed in
Module three

® Unit three: Multiple choice examination on
law and procedure

Continuing Professional
Development

Experts are expected to attend further training after
obtaining their Expert Witness Certificate in order to
ensure their knowledge and skills are current. They
must therefore attend one Expert Witness related
course every two years.

“An excellent and enjoyable
course, especially when
meeting colleagues and experts
from a wide variety of
professions.”

“Essential to anyone giving
evidence as an expert witness.”

Features of the Expert Witness
Certificate:

® All modules taught by experienced lawyers

® Can be completed at the expert's own pace

® Covers all the necessary skills and knowledge

® High quality training material and delivery

® Independent assessment of the expert's work

@ Pass/fail

® Regular courses

® The credibility of a university assessed
certificate

Benefits of the Expert Witness
Certificate:

® Ensures compliance and best practice standards

® Ensures the expert has the necessary
knowledge of relevant legislation, procedures
and practice

@ Raises the profile of the expert

® Improves the quality of the expert's work

® All the major expert withess directories will
mention the certificate for experts listed

® Instils confidence

@ Keeps the expert up to date on new areas of
legislation

® Reduces risk

“The trainers were extremely
knowledgeable and made
every effort to encourage and
develop existing skills”




Questions and Answers

What training do | have to do?

You will need to attend all five training modules as set out in this brochure. Your trainer for each day will complete
a certificate of attendance for submission to Cardiff University.

Do | have to take the modules in a particular order?

You may take the modules in the order you wish, although Module two (Courtroom Skills) must precede Module
three (Cross Examination) and Module four (Law and Procedure One) must precede Module five (Law and
Procedure Two).

Can | take the Expert Witness Certificate Programme in house?

Many organisations want to have their staff trained together in house. The advantages of doing this are:
® The organisation builds up a team "brand"
® This training can be used as an opportunity to ensure a best practice standard throughout the organisation
® |t is possible to take all five modules in a week or spread over two years

Do | get credit for having attended previous expert witness training programmes?

You may only claim credit for attending the Bond Solon Courtroom Skills and the Excellence in Report Writing
courses if you have taken them within the two years prior to the first day of certificated training. This means you
will not have to attend modules one or two of the certificated programme. You must still, however, submit a report
for assessment as part of your overall assessment. You will receive a financial credit as set out in the booking form,
or you may opt to re-attend either training day at a reduced fee. You may also get credit for attending the Expert
Witness Institute Basic Law course but you must still take modules four and five and the multiple choice
examination.

How long do | have to complete the training and examinations?

All five training days must be completed and three units of assessment material submitted within two years of your
first day of certificated training. The period may be extended in exceptional circumstances at the entire discretion
of Cardiff University Law School.

What reading do | need to do?

After registration you will be given a list of books to read and websites to visit. You will be expected to read the
material to gain maximum benefit from the programme.

Any more questions? Please contact Bond Solon on 020 7253 7053 or email info@bondsolon.com

Cost

Details of current costs and
dates are on the booking
form. The full fee is payable at
the time of registration or as
agreed with Bond Solon. The
fee covers all five training
modules, the three units of
assessment, all course
material and the Cardiff
University accreditation fee. It
does not cover the cost of
books on the reading list.

Discounts

If you are a member of a
professional body, you
may be entitled to a
discount on the fee. You
should contact your
professional body direct
to obtain details.

Venue and Dates

Details of current dates
and venues are on the
booking form, or please
contact Bond Solon for
further information.

Registration

Registration is easy. Just
complete the booking form
and fax or post it to Bond
Solon. You will then be
assigned a candidate
number to ensure anonymity
for assessment purposes
and your registration will be
sent to Cardiff University.

“The trainers were all excellent
and there is no doubt that |
have benefited greatly from the
course”

“The content and format was
excellent and highly interesting
and appropriate”

“| found the course to be
informative, interesting and
stimulating”




The Assessment Process

Unit One
Assessment of your expert witness report

You can complete the writing of your expert witness
report in your own time. You are required to submit two
copies in court-ready condition including any
photographs, plans etc. You will need to enclose a cover
sheet showing the date of submission and your
candidate number. The documents should be sent
direct to Cardiff University Law School.

Unit Two
Review of your performance under
cross-examination

A video of your performance will be made during
module three of the training programme. Your trainer will
put your candidate number on the video and send it to
Cardiff University Law School for assessment. The
trainer will also send a copy of the report referred to in
the video. This report may be the same as for Unit One.

Unit Three
Multiple choice examination on
law and procedure

The multiple-choice examination is sat under
examination conditions during Module five.

About

CARDIFF
UNIVERSITY

Cardiff University e

Cardiff University is recognised in independent Government
assessments as one of Britain's leading research and teaching
universities. Since its establishment by Royal Charter in 1883,
it has earned an international reputation for the quality of its
work and was short listed for the Sunday Times University of
the Year Award 2003. Cardiff University is a member of the
Russell Group of Research Intensive Universities.

Cardiff University Law School is a large, well-resourced centre
of excellence. In both the 1996 and 2002 Research
Assessment Exercises, Cardiff Law School was graded '5',
confirming the school's reputation for quality research.

The Expert Witness Certificate is assessed by the Centre for
Professional Legal Studies, which is part of Cardiff Law School.
The Centre was established in 1992, with the aim of delivering
state-of-the-art vocational training to the legal profession. In
addition to the Expert Witness Certificate, the Centre also
delivers the Legal Practice Course, Bar Vocational Course,
Police Station Representatives Accreditation Scheme and
Criminal Litigation (Duty Solicitor) Accreditation Scheme. All of
the Centre's staff are qualified as either solicitors or barristers,
ensuring the highest standards of assessment for candidates
undertaking the Expert Witness Certificate.

Visit Cardiff University at www.law.cardiff.ac.uk

Who assesses the training itself?

Cardiff University Law School is responsible for ensuring
the training you receive is to a high standard and will
assess the training delivered regularly.

What assessment is there of my work?

Cardiff University Law School will assess your
knowledge and skills in three units as set out in this
brochure i.e. your expert witness report, videoed cross-
examination and multiple choice examination.

What happens if | fail any of the three units for
assessment?

You will have the opportunity to resubmit work subject to
the payment of an additional fee. In addition, Cardiff
University Law School has an appeal process.

How will | know if | have passed?

Cardiff University will mark and review the three units for
assessment and providing a pass standard is reached in
all three elements of assessment, they will issue your
Expert Witness Certificate which will be sent to you. A
record of your successful pass will also be kept at
Cardiff.

About
Bond Solon

Bond Solon is the UK's leading witness and evidence
training company specialising in training non-lawyers in
legal matters.

Bond Solon was established in 1992 and since then has
trained in excess of 150,000 delegates on its training
programmes. Bond Solon has been at the forefront of
improving the standards of expert witnesses.

All Bond Solon trainers are solicitors and barristers who
have been trained to ensure they deliver programmes of the
highest standard.

Visit Bond Solon at www.bondsolon.com

For further information about this or any other expert witness training
please contact Bond Solon
phone: 020 7253 7053 fax: 020 7253 7051
email: info@bondsolon.com





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


